[Femoral fractures in elderly Brazilians: a spatial and temporal analysis from 2008 to 2012].
Fractures in the elderly (≥ 60 years) have a major public health impact and take a heavy social and economic toll. This article aimed to describe spatial and time trends in femoral fractures among elderly men and women in all regions of Brazil. Bayesian descriptive analyses of spatial and time series were performed on data obtained from the Hospital Information System of the Brazilian Unified National Health System, using Poisson regression for femoral fractures in individuals 60 years of age or older from 2008 to 2012. There were more than 181,000 femoral fractures during this period, predominantly in women, without important spatial correlations or temporal differences. Despite the lack of temporal and spatial correlations, the number of femoral fractures in elderly Brazilians was high, with heavy financial and social costs. Public health policies are urgently needed to control predisposing factors for femoral fractures in elderly Brazilians.